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NPEA’s 2nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE FEATURES BEST PRACTICES FOR THE COUNTRY’S EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
BOSTON, March 12, 2010 -- The National Partnership for Educational Access (NPEA) hosts its second annual conference, From Access to Success: Best Practices for Student Achievement, on April 8-9, 2010 in Baltimore, Maryland at the Baltimore Marriott Inner Harbor. 
In its short history, NPEA has become recognized as a leader in the educational world, dedicated to promoting quality, success, and growth amongst member organizations, partner schools, and communities committed to educational access. NPEA provides access to and participation in a collaborative learning community where organizations, institutions and individuals work to provide and expand educational opportunities for motivated, underserved students across the United States.
The theme of this year’s conference focuses on not only providing underrepresented students with access to quality education, but also supporting them as they enter and graduate from college. 
An exciting schedule of speakers includes: 

· Matthew Chingos, Co-Author, Crossing the Finish Line: Completing College at America’s Public Universities
· Ann Coles, College Access Senior Fellow from ACCESS and Senior Associate, Institute for Higher Education Policy

· Greg Darnieder, Special Assistant and Advisor to the Secretary on the Secretary’s Initiative on College Access, U.S. Department of Education
· Freeman Hrabowski, President, University of Maryland, Baltimore County

· Karl Reid, Senior Vice President, Academic Programs and Strategic Initiatives at the United Negro College Fund

· Joyce Smith, Chief Executive Officer of the National Association of College Admission Counseling. 

“In just the last year, NPEA member organizations touched the lives of 30,000 students across 30 states,” said NPEA director Karin Elliott.  “This conference helps those organizations work more efficiently, effectively and productively, to ultimately help even more students achieve the goal of attending college.”
ABOUT THE STEPPINGSTONE FOUNDATION
Founded in 1990, The Steppingstone Foundation is a nonprofit organization that develops and implements programs which prepare urban schoolchildren for educational opportunities that lead to college.  Through The Steppingstone Academy in Boston, and affiliate programs in Hartford and Philadelphia, Steppingstone has served 1,400 students in grades five through 12 since 1990. For additional information, please visit www.tsf.org.
ABOUT THE NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP FOR EDUCATIONAL ACCESS

Launched in 2007 by The Steppingstone Foundation, the National Partnership for Educational Access (NPEA) is a membership association for programs committed to increasing educational opportunities for motivated, underserved students across the U.S.  Currently serving over 160 members in 30 states, NPEA is working toward a day when all students have equal access to high-quality secondary and post-secondary education   NPEA has been made possible through the support of Bank of America Charitable Foundation, The Esther A. & Joseph Klingenstein Fund and The J.C. Kellogg Foundation. More information can be found at http://www.educational-access.org.
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(EDITOR’S NOTE: The complete conference agenda is found at http://www.educational-access.org/events.php
